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and future of the Talloires Network, an international asso-
ciation of institutions committed to strengthening the civic 
roles and social responsibilities of higher education. Included 
are reflections on the network’s strategies for advancing civic  
engagement in higher education globally, with particular atten-
tion to both the successes and the limitations of these strategies. 
The experience of the network to date may help to illuminate  
opportunities and challenges with respect to international dimen-
sions of university civic engagement.
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outcomes, challenges, and best practices for doing so.
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perceptions of students, faculty, and community agency members on 
aspects of Tulane’s endeavors to encourage and support university-
community engagement.

165 ............Developing and Evaluating a Student Scholars Program  
to Engage Students with the University’s 

Public Service and Outreach Mission
Paul H. Matthews 

University of Georgia

A “student scholars” program was developed to engage under-
graduates at a large, public, land-grant research university with 
its public service and outreach mission, through cohort meet-
ings, supervised internships, and site visits. Qualitative and  
pre-/post-participation quantitative data from the first cohort of 
10 students show that participants gained deeper understanding of 
the university’s public service and outreach mission, purpose, and 
activities, and developed skills appropriate to engaging in this work 
themselves. Such a program holds promise for creating a core of 
informed student advocates for the university’s public service and 
outreach mission and engagement work as well as improving these 
students’ own competencies and motivations for incorporating public 
service and outreach into their academic and professional careers.
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