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State-by-state battle for funding equity gets mixed results,
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Excerpt from a speech given at Western Michigan University, December 18, 1963

Some time ago, it was our good fortune to journey to that great country known as India. I never
will forget the experience. I never will forget the marvelous experiences that came to Mrs. King
and I as we met and talked with the great leaders of India, met and talked with hundreds and
thousands of people all over the cities and villages of that vast country. These experiences will
remain dear to me as long as the chords of memories shall linger. But I must also say that there
were those depressing moments, for how can one avoid being depressed when he sees with his
own eyes millions of people going to bed hungry at night? How can one avoid being depressed
when he sees with his own eyes millions of people sleeping on the sidewalks at night, no beds to
sleep in, no houses to go in. How can one avoid being depressed when he discovers that out of
India’s population, more than 400,000,000 people, some 380,000,000 earn less than ninety dollars
a year. Most of these people have never seen a doctor or dentist. As I notice these conditions,
something within me cried out, “Can we in America stand idly by and not be concerned?” Then
an answer came, “Oh, no, because the destiny of the United States is tied up with the destiny of
India and every other nation.” I started thinking about the fact that we spend millions of dollars a
day to store surplus food. I said to myself, I know where we can store that food free of charge, the
wrinkled stomachs of the millions of God’s children that go to bed hungry at night.

All I'm saying is simply this, that all life is interrelated, that somehow we’re caught in an
inescapable network of mutuality tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one
directly affects all indirectly. For some strange reason, I can never be what I ought to be until you
are what you ought to be. You can never be what you ought to be until I am what I ought to be.
This is the interrelated structure of reality. John Donne caught it years ago and placed it in
graphic terms. “No man is an Island, entire of itself; every man is a piece of a Continent, a part of
the main.” He goes on toward the end to say “Any man’s death diminishes me because I am
involved in mankind; and therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; It tolls for thee.”
It seems to me that this is the first challenge. This emerging new age.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.





